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Cocoanut Grove Village Council 
Wednesday, November 18, 2009 

Meeting Minutes 
 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:15 pm by the Chair of the Coconut Grove Village 
Council, Martin Zilber, at Abanico Theater, the Arts and Minds Center, 3138 
Commodore Plaza, Coconut Grove FL, 33133. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT 
 
Martin Zilber, Gary Hecht, Felice Dubin, David Collins, Lottie Person, Alyn Pruitt, 
Michelle Niemeyer, Liliana Dones (note: Adam Werich, absent due to family 
emergency) 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Minutes of the previous meeting were distributed by electronic mail and was moved to 
be accepted, The motion was accepted. 
 
OPENING COMMENTARY, Martin Zilber, Chair 
 
1. Mr. Zilber opened the meeting by explaining the reasoning for the Emergency Council 
Meeting. Mr. Zilber explained that due to recent legislation by the City, until further 
notice Village Council meetings can no longer be held and telecast from inside City Hall 
Chambers. He also noted that new elections took place two weeks ago, and new 
council members were elected. Mr. Zilber explained that the prior week’s meeting was 
postponed due to high emotions and tension precipitated by the ongoing 3am/5am 
closing (sic – should be liquour sales) debate. He suggested that today’s meeting was a 
better opportunity to reconvene, as meetings are more constructive when participants 
can speak clearly and rationally.  
 
2. Mr. Zilber transitioned into an introduction of new Village Council Members; 
New Chair: Patrick Sessions, Heather Bettner, Kate Callahan, David Collins, Felice 
Dubin, Stephen Murray, Michelle Niemeyer, Renita Ross Samuels-Dixon, David Wells.  
 
2. The Council had previously voted to transition to the New Council in January, 
however, due to recent circumstances, today’s meeting was decided to take place and 
the transition will occur in the next meeting (December). It is still unknown if meetings 
will be able to take place in City Hall. The next scheduled meeting is set for December 
10th. Notice of meeting location, date and time will be given within 10 days time of 
meeting. 
 
MEETING ISSUE: 3am v. 5am Liquor Service issue 
This issue was visited one year ago, when the City of Miami passed legislation (City 
Code Chapter 4, Article I, Section 4-3(a)(6) from the City Code) prohibiting restaurants 
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and bars within the SD-2 Coconut Grove Central Commercial District (downtown 
Coconut Grove) from serving alcohol past 3 a.m .The Council states that community 
input with respect to taking action on that ruling is extremely important. It was stated 
that the Commissioner has agreed to put the 3am/5am issue on the agenda for a 
January hearing in front of the City Commission. 
 
MEETING GOAL 
The Council stated that the goal of this meeting was to decide whether or not they 
should request a city meeting (regarding the 3am/5am liquor service issue), to vote on 
the item, to propose a resolution, or to simply discuss the issue for informational 
purposes. 
 
MEETING LAYOUT: 
 
I. Introduction of State Representative for Coconut Grove, Carlos Lopez Cantera: 
-Thanked current and former Council members for service to Coconut Grove 
 
II. Commentary from Councilmen & Councilwomen 
-Allyn Pruett remarked that he will be unable to stay for entire meeting. 
-David Collins asked that people be calm when they speak, he noted that this meeting is 
a great opportunity for audience members to be heard 
-It was ponted out that the Council previously voted to grandfather in existing 
businesses (not retroactively take away business licenses from people whose 
businesses existed before the 3am liquor service  ruling); City voted not to grandfather 
in preexisting businesses into the ruling.  
 
III. Commentary from Audience Member (2 min. max speaking time) 
 

1. Maria Freed, President of Coconut Grove Parks Association (an area on 
North Coconut Grove): recommended that bars continue to uphold 3am liquor 
service .  

2. Robert Loupo, Co-chair of All-Grove Crimewatch, Resident of Center 
Grove: stated that 3am liquor service allows for plenty of time for patrons to 
enjoy themselves and drink.He also addressed issues related to noise and 
drunkenness stemming from 5am liquor service times. He remarked that a 5am  
time was  a liability for Coconut Grove, as 5am is an hour when there are many 
bystanders out who could be injured by drunk bar patrons.He respectfully 
requested  to uphold 3am liquor service.. 

a. Council Woman Dones - Asked if he feels this way about all bars in the 
area, and if he is aware that there is at least one bar, equi-distant from his 
home in Center Grove that serves liquour until 5 am. 

i. Mr. Loupo, responded that he could not speak for residents in other 
parts of town; the issue was discussed of drunk drivers driving 
elsewhere for later closing hours and drive back to Coconut Grove 
drunk. 

3. Ron Nelson, Chief of Staff for Commissioner Sarnoff, stated that he is 
speaking not as the Commissioner’s Chief of staf, but as as a Coconut Grove 
citizen. He stated the  main issue he has with 3am/5am service ( is not the ruling, 
but rather the process through which decisions were made. He stated that he is 
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an original founder of Coconut Grove Village Council, and that it was created  to 
represent the residents of Coconut Grove. He took issue with the Business & 
Resident’s Subcommittee meeting (September), because no agenda was 
published in advance, and alleges that the process whereby the decision was 
made was flawed. He alleged that the Subcomitee Chair Adam Weriich had 
“personal gain” if bars are allowed to stay open (sic) until 5am (presumably 
because he is an owner of Barracuda Bar) and should have been recused. Notes 
that Village Council is not an official board of the City, remarks that this is why 
the Mayor made the decision to not allow meetings to take place/be telecast from 
City Hall. Suggests that many council members may have have a personal stake 
and should recuse as they are tied to businesses and organizations that could be 
affected by this issue. Speaks about “disgraceful” comments on the blog 
(reference to Coconut Grove Grapevine) and the effect it has on the City’s image. 

a. Martin Zilber, Chair of Council responds: Will recommend to 
Commissioner (Sarnoff) to regain City Hall meeting privileges. States that 
he has no personal agenda, and the importance of having the community 
input. Would like to continue dialogue.  

b. Felice Dubin: remarks that Mr. Nelson was on the Village Council at the 
time of previous procedure. 

c. Gary Hecht: agrees with Mr. Nelson that the due process of the meetings 
has been flawed. Also disagrees with name-calling and destructive 
comments. Wishes others would be more conservative and mindful with 
public statements. 

d. Michelle Niemeyer: Clarifies that Subcommittee Chair Weirich did recuse 
himself at the meeting at question, and also states that even if chair did 
not recuse himself from the vote (to request that the VC request that the 
City rescind the law), he would have not stand to gain anything, as his is a 
minor stake in Barracuda  bar which doesn’t and never did have a 5am 
license, therefore  could not gain financially from a decision either way. 

4. Elena Carpenter, Publisher, Miami Monthly, Business Owner in Coconut 
Grove for 25 years (non-restaurant or bar): asked council to reconsider 5am 
liquor service  time. She stated that time limitations do not affect how intoxicated 
bar patrons will get. Also she asked the council to reconsider the tough economic 
times and that the bar scene’s decline is correlated with a decline in business for 
small business owners. She also suggested a better governance of bars as 
opposed to 3am limit to liquor service times (i.e. educational classes and training 
to bar staff to prevent drunken incidents). And she requested more law 
enforcement 

5. Mark Phelps, Manager of Sandbar & Grill: Discussed issue of tough economic 
implications caused by earlier closing of liquor service hours. He stated that later 
hours will be helpful in bringing people to the community, as the Grove is not as 
exciting as other nearby locations with 5am service times. 

6. Ricardo (Phel?): Stated that he is undecided about the issue, as he stands to 
gain personally from a 5am liquor service limit  however, he stated that there are 
a lot of issues that come with a 5 am liquor service limit  time.  

a. Felice Dubin: inquired about the nature of the issues 
b. R. Phel: responded that he has had to hire police due to the rowdy nature 

of drunk bar patrons. 
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7. Peggy McCue: Grove Resident: stated safety issues with 5am liquor service limit  
time. She hopes that when she is out walking her dog, she will not find people 
sleeping in her stairwell. 

8. Catherine Komis:  Resident  of Center Grove; has been a voice in this issue 
since it began. She urged the  VC to continue to limit liquor service  at 3am. She 
did  not go through list of issues but claims it was really a nightmare. She stated 
that quality of life in the Grove has improved without the 5 am liquor service limit  
but rather the 3 am.. 

a. Felice Dubin: asked Ms. Komis to consider both sides of the issue. She  
posed the question: What harm is there in allowing bars to operate and 
sell liquor until 5am if they follow laws? Felice asked if Ms. Komis would 
be opposed to a 5am closing time trial period to establish deterrence. 

9. Colleen Stovall, Director of Shakespeare in the Park: Dislikes later closing times 
because of noise that prevents sleep. 

10. John El Masry, Owner of Mr. Moe’s on Commodore Plaza (bar that had a 5 am 
liquor license, and was directly affected by the legislation): said that this has 
been devastating to the Grove, the thruth of the matter is that young people just 
aren’t coming to the Grove the way they used to. It is a perception matter; we are 
in competition with other parts of the city; South Miami is packed, they have 7 
establishements now that are open and serve liquor until 5 o’clock in the 
morning..  He  discussed business losses due to business projections made 
based on a 5am liquor service limit. He has incurred many personal financial 
losses due to change in policy. He asked for every district to have the same 
closing time, this way no place is at an unfair advantage.  

11. Barbara Lange, Resident, Abitare, downtown Grove: Stated that she enjoyed 
not meeting in City Hall and advocates a 3am liquor service limit.   

12. Nathan Kurland: Vice-chairman of Village of Center Grove Homeowner 
Association: read a resolution by the Association in favor of maintaining  3am 
closings (sic). 

  a. Liliana Dones: asked how many members in Center Grove the 
Association counts with. 
  b. Mr Kurland responded 37 to 40. 
13.  Sayblee Darsale, business owner of eponymous hair salon on 

Commodore: advocates for a 5 am liquor service limit  because the Grove is no 
longer fun with the 3 am liquor service limit. 

14. Haydee Wheeler, Director of the City’s Neighborhood Enhancement Team 
(NET) Office for Center and North Coconut Grove: Stated the  need for 
consistency when considering issues because when the issue of 3am/5am liquor 
service limit  for the bars was brought up, there were only 2 bars in mind that 
experienced issues due to later closing times. She gave a thorough explanation 
of the law, as it applies specifically to SD2, which is the area of downtown 
Coconut Grove defined as the Business Improvement District  

15. Sylvano Bignon, Owner of GreenStreet Cafe, : advocated for a 5 am liquor 
service limit  as the 3 am limit it is hurting business due to competition with 
nearby bars that are permitted to operate and provide liquor later; He described 
how people used to come to eat late in his restaurant in the corner then as 3 am 
approached started heading over to Mr. Moe’s.   

16. Trina Collins, Artist and resident of Center Grove, wife of Village Council 
member and BID Executive Director David Collins, but speaking for herself as a 
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resident: was disturbed by “gangster” clubs in Coconut Grove, and she 
advocates for a 3am liquor service limit with the exception of Mr. Moe’s who 
should be grandfathered in. 

17. Joyce Nelson, North Grove resident. Speaking as someone with marketing 
experience, thinks that no closing time will make the Grove livelier. She believes 
the problem stems from the Grove being “ugly.” 

18. Rick Kalwani: developer, Aries Development Group, Grove Gardens complex 
Coconut Grove: said the 3 am 5 am thing has divided us; he maintains we have 
to stay united.  The business community is very important, and if the business 
community dies, watch out, the rest of the Grove is going to go down with it. He 
Asked for level playing field. 

19. Barry Alberts: Businessman (Berries to Wine) and resident of the Grove: 
pointed out that the closing of the Playhouse killed the early traffic of people 
coming to the Grove. Also, the closing of the movie theater has limited those 
coming during regular hours and now the 3 am ordinance is doing away with late 
night traffic. He advocated for 5 am licenses with special stipulations such as 
responsible vendor courses. 

20. Commander Jorge Martin, City of Miami Police, Coconut Grove area; Did not 
take a formal position on the 3am/5am closing debate, however, he asked that 
regardless of decision, that all bars adhere to the law. Commander Martin listed 
several anecdotal statistics speaking to the Grove’s disturbance issues.  

 
IV. COUNCIL  & COUNCIL -ELECT COMMENTARY 

1. Stephen Murray, Councilman elect, Student, University of Miami: Noted that 
fellow students are losing jobs as a result of layoffs from bars forced to make 
cutbacks because of the revenue loss with 3am liquor service limit.  

2. Patrick Sessions, Councilman Elect: Asked the opinion of the BID  
  A.  David Collins (BID Director) and reelected Councilman 
responded that  he will not reveal the BID opinion, however, he did reveal that in 
an informal vote 16 members favored 3am liquor service limit  and 1 member 
favored 5am liquor service limit  and that the BID could choose differently in the 
future if they choose to address it, 

3. Heather Bettner, Councilwoman elect: Advocated for the 5 am liquor service 
limit because of the economic impact of the 3am liquor service limit  has had on 
businesses and properties in the Grove. She Said that too many individuals are 
leaving the Grove to go to other, more desirable, destinations late at night. 

4. David WellsCouncilman elect: Addressed the  issue of “process.”  He 
suggesedt that the process should include the collection of group feedback, a 
decision based on feedback, followed by a presentation of the issue to the 
Village Council could be helpful.. He does not believe that the 5am liquor service 
limit times will improve the nightlife in the Grove. He believes that the Grove 
needs to market big daytime events to improve crowds. 

5. Kate Callahan, councilwoman elect: Believes that Coconut Grove could be the 
“star” of the late-night scene. She believes that the Grove is both beautiful and 
has incredible potential to be as lively, if not livelier, than South Miami, South 
Beach, etc. She believes that the key to restoring business and interest in the 
Grove is the re-opening of main Grove attractions such as the Theatre, perhaps 
a Community Center. She  advocated innovative thinking to “get the village  back 
on track.” 



 6 

6. Gary Hecht outgoing councilman: Believes that although the Grove is a vital 
area, its small police presence dissuades people from coming to the Grove. He 
Believes that revenue streams (that are affected by earlier liquor service limit   
affects the  perception of the Grove. He  advocated groups coming together to 
form a cooperative solution.  

7. Michelle Niemeyer, re-elected councilwoman: She advocated for a 5am liquor 
service limit. She remarked that people using the areas in the Grove and who are 
enjoying themselves makes the Grove safer, as crowded lively areas make it 
safe to go running/walking at unusual times. She Believes that drunks will drink 
regardless of the hour, and that the problems stemming from one nightclub 
(Visions) have hurt the rest of the businesses in the Grove tremendously. She 
Believes that if a liquor service limit liquor service limit  time is imposed upon a 
district, that standard should be upheld in all other districts to reduce unfair 
advantage. 

8. Felice Dubin re-elected councilwoman: Agrees with Michelle and Gary. she 
advocated a unification of both sides to come to a resolution.  

9. David Collins, re-elected councilman: asked folks from both sides of the issue 
to go “up the middle aisle together” and outlined the major points brought forth in 
the audience’s speeches. He suggested that the issue needs to be taken further 
than the council and up to the City Commission. 

10. Lottie Person, outgoing councilwoman: Believes that all bars and restaurants 
should have the same closing time across districts to remove unfair advantage.  

11. Liliana Dones, outgoing councilwoman: Believes that the residents of the 
Center Grove made the decision to live in an area previously established as a 
lively area, and that we cannot hold the Grove to a double standard; expecting it 
to be lively and booming but not allowing people to “go out” and “party.” She 
believes everyone needs to work together and that liquor service limit  times 
should be uniform across all districts. 

 
V. CLOSING STATEMENTS, Martin Zilber, Coconut Grove City Council Chair 
 
Martin Zilber believes that this is a process that will need a lot more discussion before 
the Council will take an official position.  However, the City Council is the deciding 
factor. He Believes it is important to grandfather in existing businesses now that the law 
is passed. He brought up questions addressed earlier, most notably, the different liquor 
service limit  times across districts. He Thanksed the  audience and Council for coming 
and acting positively. 
 
VI. MEETING ADJOURNED: 8:37 PM 
 
It should be noted that Councilman Pruett and Renita Ross Samuels-Dixon had to exit 
the meeting prior to an opportunity to comment. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, etc. 


