
 
From: Pesessions 
To: rnelson@miamigov.com 
CC: mcconnell28@msn.com, Hechtgm 
Sent: 11/10/2009 9:00:45 P.M. Eastern Standard Time 
Subj: Re: Rotational Use of City Hall by non-city affiliated community boards 
  
Ron, 
Well, so much for transparency. 
If it is true that you and Marc had no idea about this when we talked to today, and I hope it is, it is 
inconceivable to me that the City Manager and the soon to be Mayor would take this action without 
discussing it with the Grove's Commissioner and the incoming Chairman of the Commission. 
It's unconscionable to cancel a meeting that was publicly noticed 48 hours in advance and 3 hours before 
a holiday. I will be sending Marc, Regalado and the city manager a formal request to use the city hall 
Thurs night as scheduled tomorrow morning and they better have a real good answer why if it's turned 
down. Interesting that they have no plan or regulations in place for the new scheduling of the Chamber 
but still found it necessary to cancel our meeting. It reeks of politics. There is no need for this cancellation 
and it is a slap in the face to a duly elected Council and the residents of Coconut Grove who voted for the 
Council members. I was voted Chairman-Elect tonight and the Council is adamant that Marc go to bat for 
his constituents in the Grove who elected him and get this decision reversed in time for Thursday's 
meeting. 
Feel free to pass this on. 
Pat 
  
P.E.Sessions & Associates,Inc. 
1754 S. Bayshore Lane 
Miami, Fl 33133 
305 609-6443  
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
  
In a message dated 11/10/2009 6:01:29 P.M. Eastern Standard Time, rnelson@miamigov.com writes: 
 
 
Attached is the email I received today from the City Manager on behalf of the new Mayor. This topic has 
come up several times over the years. The Coconut Grove Village Council (CGVC) is not an official City 
of Miami Board and has been granted the use of City Hall and air time as a courtesy. Other associations 
and Commissioners have in the past asked why the CGVC is afforded this privilege while others are not. 
Since this came from the Mayor’s office without advance notice to me I am assuming that he has decided 
to address those concerns.  
 
Brgds 
 Ron Nelson 
Chief of Staff 
Commissioner Marc D. Sarnoff 
City of Miami District 2 
(305) 250-5334 



 
COCONUT GROVE VILLAGE COUNCIL 

 
 
 
November 11, 2009 
 
Dear Mayor Regalado, 
 
Please accept this letter as an urgent formal request to you and the other public officials listed below 
from the Coconut Grove Village Council to use the City Hall chambers and television facilities for its 
previously scheduled, noticed and city approved monthly Council meeting scheduled for tomorrow, 
November 12, 2009 at 7pm. At 3:27 pm yesterday the Council was officially informed by Michelle Pina of 
the City Manager’s office that we would not be permitted to hold the meeting due to instructions from 
your office and the City manager.  There are a number of important items on the agenda and numerous 
parties that have asked to be heard at this meeting and it simply not fair all parties to cancel this 
meeting on 48 hours notice. 
 
While I understand and applaud your desire to allow use of the facility to diverse groups and 
neighborhood associations, I don’t think it makes sense to abruptly cancel a previously scheduled 
meeting by an organization that represents a large number of citizens in Miami. In fact, the Council is 
exactly the kind of organization that you say you want to use the facilities.  
 
Also, to my knowledge, there are no procedures in place to request use of the facilities so why the rush 
to cancel the meeting? Until the proper procedures and policies are put in to place regarding the use of 
City Hall, I am requesting that the Council can continue to hold their meetings at City Hall. I stand ready 
to discuss that issue with you or any other members of your administration when the proper procedures 
and requirements are established and published by the City. In the meantime, I respectfully request that 
you instruct the City Manager to allow, at a minimum, the scheduled November 12, 2009 and the 
December 10, 2009 televised meetings of the Coconut Grove Village Council to take place. 
 
I hope you will be able to help the Village Council and the City quickly resolve this issue and appreciate 
your consideration. Congratulations on your election to Mayor and I, and the rest of the Council 
members, look forward to working with you and the City to make Coconut Grove and the entire City of 
Miami an even better place to live. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Patrick E.  Sessions 
 
Chairman-Elect, Coconut Grove Village Council 
 
Cc: 
Commissioner Marc Sarnoff 
Pedro Hernandez, City Manager 
 



 

From: Pesessions@aol.com [mailto:Pesessions@aol.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 24, 2009 4:25 PM 
To: Regalado, Tomas (Mayor); msarnoff@sarnoffandbayer.com; Hernandez, Pedro G. (City Manager); 
Sarnoff, Marc (Commissioner); Nelson, Ron 
Cc: Martinzilber@aol.com; Renita@bellsouth.net; Feldub@aol.com; stephen@stephenmurrayactivism.org; 
ZZZ-mniemeyer; DrollDave@aol.com; ZZZ-Dwells (Zoning Notif.); 
heather@princemediadevelopment.com; KCalla1067@aol.com; Hechtgm@aol.com; 
lottieperson@bellsouth.net; APruett100@aol.com; CREATIVETOOLSINC@aol.com 
Subject: Fwd: Coconut Grove Village Council Meeting 

Gentlemen,  

As you can see from the e-mail that I previously sent you, it has been two weeks since I requested 
clarification of the City's  position and new policies regarding the continuing use of the Commission 
Chambers and Channel 77 and I have not received any communication back from any of you or any of 
your staff. I realize it has been a busy time at city hall but apparently the city though it was important 
enough, and there was time enough, to arbitrarily cancel the Council's previously approved and 
scheduled meetings for November and December meeting on 48 hours notice. Hopefully, there would 
now be time enough to meet and discuss this situation. Despite repeated requests from myself, Martin 
Zilber, other Council members and the residents of Coconut Grove, there has been no response. 

As the incoming Chairman of the Coconut Grove Village Council, I am trying to set priorities and take 
organizational steps to insure that the new Council does the most professional job possible to fairly and 
accurately communicate with the City the wishes and needs of all the people of Coconut Grove. Frankly, 
not even knowing where we are meeting and the scheduling and costs involved in moving the meetings 
from city hall isn't helping with that effort. However, much more important that the location of our meetings 
is the fact that we have received no response from any of the city officials involved in the meeting 
cancellation decision and I hope that is not indicative of things to come. We need to have communication 
going both ways in order for both of us to do our job, which is to give you the input from the people of 
Coconut Grove, whom we were recently  publicly elected to represent, and for you to clearly communicate 
the city's position on the issues affecting the Grove to the constituents who helped elect you to represent 
them. 

I am again respectfully requesting that we all meet as soon as possible to resolve the meeting issue and 
more importantly, to clear the air so we can function together to deal effectively with the critical issues 
affecting the Grove. 

As I have not yet been sworn in, this request is not an official request of the Coconut Grove Village 
Council 

but I thought it was important that this situation be resolved as soon as possible. If you have an concerns 
regarding the official position of the Council, please contact Martin Zelber, who is aware that I would be 
making this request. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Patrick E. Sessions 
 
P.E.Sessions & Associates, Inc. 
1754 S. Bayshore Lane 
Miami, Fl 33133 



305 609-6443 
Coconut Grove Village Council- Chairman elect  

From: Nelson, Ron (rnelson@miamigov.com)  
Sent: Wed 11/25/09 6:44 PM  
To: Pesessions@aol.com (Pesessions@aol.com); Regalado, Tomas (Mayor) (TRegalado@miamigov.com); 
msarnoff@sarnoffandbayer.com (msarnoff@sarnoffandbayer.com); Hernandez, Pedro G. (City Manager) 
(pgh@miamigov.com); Sarnoff, Marc (Commissioner) (msarnoff@miamigov.com)  
Cc: Martinzilber@aol.com (Martinzilber@aol.com); Renita@bellsouth.net (Renita@bellsouth.net); 
Feldub@aol.com (Feldub@aol.com); stephen@stephenmurrayactivism.org 
(stephen@stephenmurrayactivism.org); ZZZ-mniemeyer (mniemeyer@paymyclaim.com); 
DrollDave@aol.com (DrollDave@aol.com); ZZZ-Dwells (Zoning Notif.) (dwells@hunton.com); 
heather@princemediadevelopment.com (heather@princemediadevelopment.com); KCalla1067@aol.com 
(KCalla1067@aol.com); Hechtgm@aol.com (Hechtgm@aol.com); lottieperson@bellsouth.net 
(lottieperson@bellsouth.net); APruett100@aol.com (APruett100@aol.com); 
CREATIVETOOLSINC@aol.com (CREATIVETOOLSINC@aol.com) 

Pat, when I spoke with you last night I had not seen this email. Now that I have I must acknowledge 
receipt. The letter attached was specifically addressed to the Mayor not this office, and I have responded 
to both you and Mr Zilber in regards to this issue. We had no knowledge of the Mayor’s decision to 
discontinue the use of City Hall until we ALL received the memo. The timing of this memo came prior to 
the swearing in of 2 new commissioners and the removal of 2 other commissioners by the Governor. 
Certainly things have changed considerably over the past 2 weeks. As to your statement of repeated 
requests from yourself, Mr Zilber, other council members, and residents I have received only 1 request 
from you that was addressed to the Mayor, Mr Zilber inquired and I responded, and NO other council 
members or residents have contacted this office. As stated at the Village Council meeting on Nov 18th this 
is the 3rd time to my knowledge that the village council has been removed from televised coverage (not 
counting individual meetings). There are many residents and many within government that believe City 
Hall and televised coverage should not be extended to an unofficial board. No other commissioners in 
any of the districts have been successful in getting the type of coverage you have enjoyed. The council 
has been reminded many times of their precarious position. Twice the council has successfully made the 
case to have television coverage reinstated and ultimately that is a decision of the mayor and the City 
Manager. Is the council ready to make that argument again?   

  

Respectfully 

Ron Nelson 

Chief of Staff 

Commissioner Marc D. Sarnoff 

City of Miami District 2 

(305) 250-5334 

mailto:msarnoff@miamigov.com�
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SUBJECT: USE OF CITY HALL 

PURPOSE: To establish policy with respect to the utilization and security of City Hall 
during periods outside normal business hours. 

THE POLICY WILL BE AS FOLLOWS: 

Effective this date, this Administrative Policy supersedes all previous 
directives on this subject.  

I GENERAL 
In order to prevent unauthorized people from entering unattended offices and to 
minimize the potential of theft or damage to City property, offices should be locked 
when unattended. In addition, lights and other electrical equipment should be 
turned off when not in use. City Security will be responsible at all times for the 
opening and closure of City Hall when in use by any City sponsored and City non-
sponsored organizations. 

II USE OF CITY HALL BY CITY SPONSORED ORGANIZATIONS 
A City sponsored organization is an official board or committee established by the 
City Commission for the purpose of conducting official City business. These groups 
may schedule the use of City Hall by contacting the City Manager’s Office or the 
City Manager’s Designee and will have priority in relation to non-city affiliated 
organizations.  

 

III USE OF CITY HALL BY NON-CITY SPONSORED ORGANIZATIONS 
A A non-City sponsored organization is a group, which is not specifically constituted by 

the City Commission and/or does not exclusively exist for the purpose of conducting 
official City business. Non-city sponsored organizations permitted to use City Hall 
shall include state agencies, federal agencies, county agencies and other 
municipalities, City Neighborhood Enhancement Team (NET) registered 
Homeowner’s Association and or City NET registered Community Councils/Boards. 
Civic organizations not defined as above shall not be permitted the use of City Hall. 
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B Requests by these authorized groups to use City Hall for purposes of meeting 
shall be referred to the City Manager’s Office or the City Manager’s Designee 
for approval and scheduling.  

C City Neighborhood Enhancement Team (NET) registered Homeowner’s 
Associations and or City NET registered Community Councils/Boards will be 
authorized to use the facility once a year on a rotating basis; calendar 
year/excluding holidays only on Fridays during the hours of 9:00 am to 8:00 
pm.  The City will take the meeting requests up to one year before the 
requested date. 

D Meetings will be televised however the City has the authority to cease 
broadcast in the event of city related political discussions, violence and or 
profanity occurs at any given time throughout the broadcast. A disclaimer 
will appear throughout the broadcast to clarify to viewers that statements 
made during these broadcasts are not those of the City of Miami. 

E Each non-City sponsored organization will be provided with a copy of the 
City’s current Policies and Procedures for use of City Hall and will be 
required to have their authorized representative sign a Waiver of Liability 
Form holding the City harmless.  
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